Attorney Docket No, 03705 .0002 

CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for identifying suppliers of a product comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a first electronic form, wherein said first electronic form allows a buyer 
to specify information about a product that said buyer wants to purchase; 

(b) selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product by searching a database 
of suppliers for those that supply said product; 

(c) sending a first electronic notification to said one or more potential suppliers of 
said product with the information about said product specified by the buyer, wherein said 
electronic notification allows said one or more potential suppliers of said product to confirm or 
deny that they can supply said product; 

(d) selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product who confirmed that they 
can supply said product, thereby selecting one or more confirmed suppliers; and 

(e) providing a second electronic notification to said buyer from said one or more 
confirmed suppliers, wherein said second electronic notification identifies said one or more 
confirmed suppliers. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the buyer specifies a geographical location, and wherein 
said step of selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product is determined by said 
geographical location. 

3. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

(f) providing a second electronic form into which the buyer enters the buyer's contact 
information; and 
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(g) electronically storing the buyer's contact information. 

4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

(f) selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product who denied that they can 
supply said product, thereby selecting one or more denied suppliers; and 

(g) updating said database of suppliers to reflect that said one or more denied 
suppliers do not supply said product. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said one or more confirmed suppliers upload a 
specification for said product. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said buyer downloads said specification of said product. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said buyer builds a library of specifications of products. 

8. The method of claim 6 S wherein said buyer is selected from the group consisting of: an 
architect, an architectural firm, a builder, a construction firm, a carpenter, a carpentry firm, an 
interior designer, an interior design firm, a landscape^ a landscaping firm, an electrician, an 
electrical firm, a plumber, and a plumbing firm. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherein said one or more potential suppliers supply building 
supplies, electrical supplies, plumbing supplies, or interior decorating supplies. 

10. A method for identifying suppliers of a product and providing a specification for the 
product, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a first electronic form, wherein said first electronic form allows a buyer 
to specify information about a product that said buyer wants to purchase; 
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(b) providing a second electronic form, wherein said second electronic form allows 
said buyer to list buyer's contact information; 

(c) electronically storing said buyer's contact information. 

(d) selecting two or more potential suppliers of said product by searching a database 
5 of suppliers for those that supply said product; 

(e) sending a first electronic notification to said two or more potential suppliers of 
said product with the information about said product specified by the buyer, wherein said 
electronic notification allows said two or more potential suppliers of said product to confirm or 
deny that they can supply said product; 

10 (f) selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product who confirmed that they 

can supply said product, thereby selecting one or more confirmed suppliers, wherein said one or 
more confirmed suppliers uploads a specification for said product; 

(g) providing a second electronic notification to said buyer from said one or more 
confirmed suppliers, wherein said second electronic notification identifies said one or more 

15 confirmed suppliers, and wherein said buyer downloads said specification of said product; 

(h) selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product who denied that they can 
supply said product, thereby selecting one or more denied suppliers; and 

(i) updating said database of suppliers to reflect that said one or more denied 
suppliers do not supply said product. 

20 11. A method for updating a database of suppliers comprising the steps of; 

(a) providing an electronic form to one or more suppliers requesting said one or more 
suppliers respond to a query as to whether or not said one or more suppliers supply a product; 
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(b) identifying suppliers who respond to said query in the negative, thereby selecting 
one or more denied suppliers; and 

(c) updating said database of suppliers to reflect that said one or more denied 
suppliers do not supply said product. 

12. A system for identifying suppliers of a product and providing a specification for the 
product, comprising: 

(a) a means for providing a first electronic form, wherein said first electronic form 
allows a buyer to specify information about a product that said buyer wants to purchase; 

(b) a means for selecting two or more potential suppliers of said product by searching 
a database of suppliers for those that supply said product; 

(c) a means for sending a first electronic notification to said two or more potential 
suppliers of said product with the information about said product specified by the buyer, wherein 
said electronic notification allows said two or more potential suppliers of said product to confirm 
or deny that they can supply said product; 

(d) a means for selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product who 
confirmed that they can supply said product, thereby selecting one or more confirmed suppliers; 

(e) a means for uploading a specification for said product; 

(f) a means for providing a second electronic notification to said buyer from said one 
or more confirmed suppliers, wherein said second electronic notification identifies said one or 
more confirmed suppliers; 

(g) a means for downloading said specification of said product; 
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(h) a means for selecting one or more potential suppliers of said product who denied 
that they can supply said product, thereby selecting one or more denied suppliers; and 

(i) a means for updating said database of suppliers to reflect that said one or more 
denied suppliers do not supply said product. 

5 13. The system of claim 12, further comprising: 

(j) a means for providing a second electronic form, wherein said second electronic 
form allows said buyer to list buyer's contact information; 

(k) a means for electronically storing said buyer's contact information. 

14. The system of claim 13, further comprising a means for building a library of 
10 specifications. 

15. The system of claim 13, wherein said buyer is selected from the group consisting of: an 
architect, an architectural firm, a builder, a construction firm, a carpenter, a carpentry firm, an 
interior designer, an interior design firm, a landscapes a landscaping firm, an electrician, an 
electrical firm, a plumber, and a plumbing firm. 

15 16. The system of claim 14, wherein said one or more potential suppliers supply building 
supplies, electrical supplies, plumbing supplies, or interior decorating supplies. 

17. The system of claim 12, further comprising a means for specifying a geographical 
location, wherein said first electronic notification is sent to said two or more potential suppliers 
within said geographical region. 
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18. A method of finding a product within an electronic database comprising a group of 
construction-related products, wherein each member of said group of construction-related 
products is associated with a list of suppliers of each member of said group of construction- 
related products, and wherein said each member is a subcategory of the most specific category of 

5 the Construction Specification Institute MasterFormat Index ™. 

1 9. A method for identifying suppliers of a product by a buyer comprising the steps of: 

(a) specifying information about a product that said buyer wants to purchase, wherein 
said information allows the selection of one or more potential suppliers of said product by 
searching a database of suppliers for those that supply said product, wherein a first electronic 
10 notification is sent to said one or more potential suppliers of said product with the information 
about said product specified by the buyer, wherein said electronic notification allows said one or 
more potential suppliers of said product to confirm or deny that they can supply said product, and 
wherein one or more potential suppliers of said product who confirm that they can supply said 
product is selected; and 

15 (b) contacting one or more confirmed suppliers in provided in a second electronic 

notification to said buyer, wherein said second electronic notification identifies said one or more 
confirmed suppliers. 

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising specifying a geographical location, wherein 
said one or more confirmed suppliers of are selected on the basis of proximity to that 

20 geographical location. 
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